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How has COVID impacted children 
globally?
• Millions of children have been shut out of school for over a year in some 

cases. Many of these children, especially girls will never return. 
• UNICEF estimates that up to 10 million more  girls will be forced into early 

marriages. While we had been seeing real progress in addressing child 
marriage- going from 1 in 4 to 1 in 5 girls globally being married as children, 
this progress is being reversed

• Violence and the abuse of women, girls and boys has increased significantly 
in many countries, as lockdowns and movement restrictions have given 
vulnerable people no where to escape from their abusers

• Recalling the real progress we have made reducing extreme poverty, the 
recession created by the pandemic is so many contexts may lead to the first 
increase in those numbers for years- with perhaps 150 million people falling 
back into extreme poverty

• Hunger and even famine is on the rise- it was already increasing in the 2 
years before the pandemic, but now is rising even more- the WFP says that 
the number of people in urgent need of food aid has doubled to 270 million 
people. 



World Vision’s COVER Impact
(figures from 70 countries as of 19 February 2021)
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World Vision and Vaccines

• We see vaccine as a key part of saving lives and

ultimately ending the global pandemic

• We are not involved in administering the vaccine:

rather we are focused on “bringing arms to

needles”

• Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy

• Addressing Vaccine Equity

• COVAX: How do you vaccinate the world?

• Safety, Efficacy, Production, Pricing, Distribution,

Reaching the Most Vulnerable







Climate: What 
is happening?

• CoP26: Conference of Parties to 
the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

• Glasgow, UK  November 1-12

• Postponed from 2020

• May still be postponed or may 
become of “hybrid” event, with a 
limited number of delegates

• Pre-CoP Youth Summit in 
September alongside final pre-CoP 
negotiation conference in Milan, 
end of September



CoP 26

• Nationally Determined 
Contributions
• What will countries contribute
In terms of CO2 reductions
• Biden Summit
• US: 50-52%
• Canada: 40-45%
• UK: Zero by 2050
• EU: 55% by 2030, Zero by 2050



What are children and youth telling us? 



What are children saying?

• Children and young people have been leaders in

the global climate change movement

• We met with 121 boys and girls from 10-17 in 12

countries: Bangladesh. DRC. Brazil, Nicaragua

• They see very clearly how climate change is

affecting their communities

• ”Talk less and act more”

• We are not passive victims- we want to be agents of

change

• 95% said they would take personal action



Back to Hope: 

Thinking about some 
other “UNs”



UN-learning

UN-veiling/
UN-covering  
(apocalypse)


