
  

Waterloo North Mennonite Church 
Matins Season After Epiphany Order of Service 

January 14, 2018 
 

Words of opening reflection:   
“Come and see … you will see heaven opened and the angels of God  
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”             (John 1: 46, 51) 

 
 
GATHERING 

Prelude 
Opening the Bible  
 
Welcome: 
Leader: The Lord be with you.   
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts.    
People: We lift them up to the Lord.   
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 
Invocation: 
Leader: We enter your presence O God, who calls us to the Glorious Light. 
People: We enter your presence Jesus Christ, Light of the world. 
Leader: Be present with us Holy Spirit, our Companion in living by the Light. 
All: To the one true God, eternally three in one, 

be praise in all times and places,  
through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Silence         
 
PRAISE 

Hymn of Praise   HWB (blue) #216  Christ, whose glory fills the skies              (rise) 
    
Prayer of Thanksgiving                                    (remain risen) 
Leader: We sing praise to you, Everlasting God!                                         (Is 40:28) 
People: We give thanks to you, our Creator  

for you call us to action in our relationship with you 
as you called Samuel when he was a child                                 (1Sam3) 
as you called Jonah, the reluctant prophet.                            (Jonah 1:3) 

 We sing praise to you, God of our calling! 
 
Hymn of Praise   HWB (blue) #1  What is this place               

              (be seated after singing)  
  



  

Leader:   Let us join together in reading the Psalm. 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Leader: O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 

People: You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
you discern my thoughts from far away. 

Leader: You search out my path and my lying down,  
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

People: Even before a word is on my tongue, 
O LORD, you know it completely. 

Leader: You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

People: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
it is so high that I cannot attain it. 

Leader: For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

People: I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 

Leader: My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

People: Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed. 

Leader: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 

All: I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

All:          Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, 
 is now and will be forever.  Amen. 

Silence    

CONFESSION 

Leader: Loving God, we hear your call every day 
People: in the words of Scripture, 
 in the voices of millions who cry for justice, 
 in the voices of those we speak with every day. 
 But we are like Samuel, not recognizing your voice,              (1Sam 3:5) 
 missing the opportunity to grow in your Way. 
 We are like Jonah, fleeing from your call,                         (Jonah 1:3) 

 avoiding your Way, not doing  
 what we know you have called us to. 
Leader: Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
People: Jesus, Bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Leader:  Jesus, Redeemer of the world, give us peace.                           (HWB #702) 

All: Amen. 



  

Silence        
Hymn: Kyrie                           (remain seated) 
 

 
 : 

Words of Assurance 
Leader: The Lord is your refuge and salvation!                                             (Ps 62:6) 
 The Lord says “I blot out your transgressions 
 and will not remember your sins”.                                                    (Is 43:25) 

Response to Assurance 
All: With Samuel we will say 

“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening”.                          (1Sam 3:10) 

We will serve the Lord for the Lord has called us.                (Josh 24:18) 
 Amen. 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles:   
 I leave you peace, my peace I give you. 
 Look not to our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 
 and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom 
 where you live forever and ever.  Amen. 

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Before we offer the peace of Christ to each other,  
 we welcome guests to Waterloo North today. 

Introduction of Visitors    
Leader: Let us offer each other the sign of Christ’s peace. 

Passing the Peace of Christ                                                                              (rise) 
 



  

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

Prayer for Illumination 
Leader: As we prepare to listen to God’s Word let us pray: 

Gracious God 
All: Prepare our hearts to accept your Word. 
 Silence in us any voice but your own; 
 that hearing, we may be transformed  
 by the Good News of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Reader: Hear the word of the Lord from the book of Samuel. 
READ  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20). 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Silence    

Reader: Hear the word of the Lord from Corinthians. 
READ  1 Corinthians 6:12-20. 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Silence   

Reader: Hear the word of the Lord from the Gospel of John. 
Hymn to greet the Gospel   STS (purple) #24  Allelulia                                    (rise) 
READ  John 1:43-51. 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
Silence                                                                              (be seated with the reader) 
 
Coming to the Table 
Homily 

Silence 

Hymn of Preparation  HWB (blue) #303  Come, gracious Spirit                        (rise) 

Prayer of Preparation 
Leader: God of Creation, God of Love, God of our Salvation, 
People: you have known us intimately  
 since we were being knit in our mother’s womb.         (Ps 139:13) 
 You know the ways of our rising up and lying down.            (Ps 139:2) 
 We long to know You and Your Ways 
 in the depths of our being. 
 May this bread and cup renew in us knowledge 
 of who You truly are and who we are 
 in our relationship with You. 
 All praise and glory are yours O God!  Amen. 

Communion 

  



  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Leader:  God of abundance, 
People: you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation; 
 you have united us with Christ and one another 
 and made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
 that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
 and walk in the resurrection of Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
                                                                                             (Minister’s Manual, p. 99)  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Leader: As we enter our time of prayer this morning, let us share experiences 
 of God’s presence and gather our prayers of gratitude as we lift them 
 to God.  These are some events for gratitude in the life of our  
 congregation and our world …   
Leader: Lord in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayers.    

Leader: What witness to God’s presence or prayers of thanksgiving 
 do you bring this morning? 
People:  audible sharing or sentence prayers   (e.g. I give thanks, I saw God..”) 

Leader: Lord for your goodness and mercy 
People: We give you thanks. 

Leader: Jesus said:  “Ask and it will be given you, 
 Search and you will find; 
 Knock and the door will be opened for you.” 
Leader: Let us gather our prayers of petition and intercession as we lift 
 them to God.   These are some events and concerns for prayer 
 in the life of our congregation and our world …   
Leader:  Lord in your mercy 
People:  Hear our prayers.         

Leader:  What are the prayers of petition that you bring this morning? 
People:  audible sentence prayers   (e.g. “I hold in prayer …”)  
Leader:  Lord in your mercy 
People:  Hear our prayers. 

Leader:  By your death and resurrection you show us that love is stronger 
  than hate.  We pray for our torn and troubled world.  May peace 
  and unity grow where hatred and suffering now prevail. 
Silent Prayer   
Leader:  Lord in your mercy 
People:  Hear our prayers. 

Leader:  By your words and life you invite us to seek your kingdom.  We 
  pray that the church in all places may be faithful to you and that 
  we in this congregation may embody your mission to the world. 



  

Silent Prayer    
Leader: Lord in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayers. 

Leader: By your healing power you bring restoration, hope and comfort.   
 We pray for ourselves and those dear to us who seek healing 
 of body, mind, spirit or relationships. 
Silent Prayer 
Leader: Lord in your mercy 
People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
All: Lord’s Prayer                                                                       (see last page) 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Leader: Let us speak the affirmation of our faith together: 
People: We believe in God above us,   
 maker and sustainer of all life,   
 of sun and moon,    
 of water and earth,    
 of all living things.     
 We believe in God beside us,   
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,  
 born of a woman, servant of the poor, 
 tortured and nailed to a tree. 
 A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
 He descended into the earth, 
 to the place of death. 
 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
 He ascended into heaven  
 to be everywhere present, 
 and his kingdom will come on earth. 
 We believe in God with us,  
 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
 life-giving Breath of the church 
 spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
 source of resurrection and eternal life.  Amen. 

      (adapted, Iona Abbey Worship Book) 
 
SENDING 

Hymn of Benediction    HWB (blue) #418  Move in our midst                           (rise)                                        
Benediction 
Leader: God has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.          (1Pet 2:9) 

 May you be filled with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.          (Rom 15:13) 

Amen. 
        (be seated) 



  

Silence   
Closing the Bible     
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Abide in God’s love, seek justice and go in peace.  Amen. 
 
 
Offering: as an act of sharing with the world what you have received from God’s 
bountiful hand you are invited to place your offering in the basket as you leave the 
sanctuary. 
 
 
 
Scriptures for next week:   Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12;  

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

******************* 

With gratitude and respect, we recognize that we are  

worshipping on the traditional land that once belonged to  

the Haudenosaunee and Anishnaabe peoples.  

We regret the lack of respect given to the Indigenous people 

in the past, and pledge to work for justice and reconciliation. 

******************* 
 

 

 

 



  

 


