Waterloo North Mennonite Church
Sunday, November 4, 2018, 10:45 a.m.

Gathering hymns:
HWB (blue) #36 God of our strength
STJ (green) #4 You’ve got a place
Welcome, Introduction, Announcements
Call to Worship
Leader: Source of all hope and holiness,
we gather this morning to be church.
People: Bless those who are absent, but not from our
hearts.
Leader: Bless those who are distant, but not from our love.
All:
Bless each of us here that we may
choose justice by your Spirit,
draw kindness from the well of your mercy,
and walk humbly in your path, O God. AMEN.
Prayer of Invocation
Responsive Reading HWB (blue) #825

Psalm 146:3,5-10

Hymn: STJ (green) #13 My soul is filled with joy
Our Story
Offering
Children’s Time
Hymn: HWB (blue) #162 The God of Abraham praise
Scripture Reading

Ruth 1:1-18

Sermon: “What does it mean to stay?”
Hymn of Response: STJ (green) #32 If you believe and…
Congregational Prayer
Sending Hymn: HWB (blue) #422 Bwana awabariki
(May God grant you a blessing)

Benediction
*******************

With gratitude and respect, we recognize that we are worshipping on the
traditional land that once belonged to the Haudenosaunee and Anishnaabe peoples.
We regret the lack of respect given to the Indigenous people in the past,
and pledge to work for justice and reconciliation.
*******************

Headsets for hearing assistance are available from the ushers.
Childcare (infants to age 4): The nursery is located next to the sanctuary. Infant
change table is located in washroom next to nursery. Ushers can direct you.
Children’s Worship Binder, an instrument to help children through the worship
service, is available by the sanctuary entrance.
Offering: Thank you to those who contribute electronically. Offering cards are
available (or use loose change/cash) so that you can participate in the giving of
offering worship experience.
Welcome Visitors: We are glad you are worshipping with us this morning. If you
would like to learn more about our church and our ministries, including our care
groups, education opportunities, seniors group or youth groups, and if you’d like to
be added to our email list, please contact the church office or one of the ministers.

At Waterloo North Mennonite Church we welcome
all people to participate fully in our Christian community of faith
with all its expectations, responsibilities, and opportunities
regardless of personal characteristics such as race,
ethnic background, age, gender and gender identity,
sexual orientation, income, or education.

Ruth 1:1-18
1

(NRSV)

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife
and two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and
remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left
with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah
and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years,
5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two
sons and her husband.
6
Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab,
for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his
people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the place where she had been
living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back
to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back
each of you to your mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you
have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find
security, each of you in the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and
they wept aloud. 10 They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your
people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with
me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands?
12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.
Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight
and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then
refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me
than for you, because the hand of the LORD has turned against me.” 14 Then they
wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
15 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her
gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said,
“Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
17 Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.
May the LORD do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!”
18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more
to her.

