Isaiah 40:1-11 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

! Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.

% A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
* Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
> Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

® A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
" The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
® The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
° Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
105ee, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
" He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.



Mark 1:1-8 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

! The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. ?As it is
written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;

*the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””

% John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. > And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ® Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. " He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. ° | have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”

Welcome Visitors!

We are glad you are worshipping with us this morning. If you
would like to learn more about our church and our ministries,
including our care groups, education opportunities, seniors group
or youth groups, and if you’d like to be added to our email list,
please contact the church office or one of the ministers.

Childcare (infants to age 4): Staffed childcare is available in the
nursery during the 10:45 Service. The nursery is located next to
the sanctuary. Infant change table is located in washroom next to
nursery. Ushers can direct you.

Children’s Worship Binder, an instrument to help children
through the worship service, is available by the sanctuary entrance.
Headsets for hearing assistance are available from the ushers.

Information Sheets with church news and activities are available
in the foyer for those who do not receive them electronically.

Offering: For those who contribute electronically, offering cards
are available (or use loose change/cash) so that you can participate
in the giving of offering worship experience.



